OUR AMBASSADOR KING

liness, in any shape or form, it is studiously excluded
from the picture. Yet there has never been a time when
royalty's trivial side has been so completely forgotten
as during King George's reign; nor a time when its
virility has been more pronounced. It has been a period
demanding high ideals of service and sustained en-
deavours.

By the King and by his eldest son (to name only one
of his family) the urgent needs of fellow-men have always
been remembered. They have responded to the urgency
of the call not only in times of sharp crisis, but through
the harassed intervening years. They have done much to
bring the idea of kingship into line with the idea of
priesthood. The point was remarked at the beginning
of this study, and since then the reader has had some
evidence of its truth so far as the Prince is concerned.
Both as heir to the Throne and as the King's first am-
bassador, he has played an increasingly difficult part with
staunch fidelity. He has worked outside the circum-
scribed fields of diplomacy, and has helped to bring
reforms which never could have been achieved within
those areas. Direct in speech and vigorous in action,
he had been a leader in many diverse movements. He
has shown, too, that a human personality is compatible
with the functions of a King's son, just as it is with those
of the priesthood. And in all this, his peculiar problem
has been to fit in his highly individual self with the
context of contemporary life and its swiftly changing
ideas.

An analysis of that individuality in its private aspect
is outside the scheme of this book. Nor would it be
a desirable thing to dissect in public a character who
lives, moves and has his being among us, and, by all the
laws, has still to pass through modifying phases. It is
enough here to remark that the problem mentioned
above has not been an easy one, for the Prince's character
has a far from simple constitution. The well-defined
features of quick sympathy, alertness, plain expression
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